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You will remain in my heart 

My Dear Friends! 

In December or January, Father Santhiyogu Christy 

Joy Fernando, OMI (Father Joy for short), a member of 

my Oblate family in Sri Lanka, will arrive in Copen-

hagen and will take up the duties of pastor for the 

English ministry. Father Joy has been serving as pas-

tor of Our Lady’s church in Mulaithivu, Sri Lanka, for 

the past three years. He was born on 15 April 1974 

and was ordained 9 August 2006. 

Initially, he will begin his ministry at Our Lady’s parish. After that, he will be 

introduced to Sakraments parish and other related ministries. Father will have a 

major task in learning to speak and understand Danish, so that the he can pass 

the Danish-language requirement within the first three months. I welcome him to 

Denmark on your behalf and to our Oblate commu-

nity, and I wish him good luck for his ministry in 

Denmark. 

I will say goodbye to you officially on 13 Decem-

ber, with Masses at VFK and SAK. Bishop Czesław 

Kozon will concelebrate the Mass with me at 5:00 

pm in SAK. I will leave for Canada the next day, 14 

December, where I will take a short holiday, spend-

ing Christmas and New Year with my brother and 

sister. I will say my final goodbye to Denmark on 

16 January, the day I return to Sri Lanka. 

I have enjoyed being with you and serving you for 

the past three years and seven months. Once again, I 

thank our Bishop, the diocesan priests, our parish-

ioners, and the parish council members in Vor Frue Kirke and Sakramentskirken 

for their encouraging words and hospitality. My ministry here has been given 

wings by your welcoming kindness. God’s plans, expressed in many different 

ways, are not always our plans. He does move in mysterious ways. We will cer-

tainly remain in contact.  

In December, we reflect upon the birth of Jesus. It’s a time for us to thank God 

for being a part of our lives, now and in future. This is the season for all of us to 

ask for God’s grace to go forward into the future with a strengthened resolution 

Father Santhiyogu Christy  

Joy Fernando, OMI  
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to serve God and God’s world. In December, let the birth of Jesus re-create in us 

the true light of wisdom, understanding, and truth that transforms and heals us. 

Merry Christmas and a Happy and Joyous New Year! 

May the Lord bless and keep each of you in the days ahead. 

—Fredrick Anton Thevaraj, OMI 

Our parish family 

Baptism 

John Vianney Adzenyuya Kewong, born 14 September 2014, son of Miranda 

Javnyuy Kewong (Cameroon) and Isaac Ntani (Cameroon), was baptized 19 

September 2015 at Vor Frue Kirke. 

Chijioke Daniel Iloegbunam, born 6 November 2012, son of Afoma Judith 

Iloegbunam (Nigeria) and Ofumneme Valentine Iloegbunam (Nigeria), was bap-

tized 7 November 2015 at Vor Frue Kirke. 

Ole Garcia Jørgensen, born 16 July 2015, son of Purificacion Mabannag Jørgen-

sen (Philippines) and Michael Brunsgaard Jørgensen (Denmark), was baptized 

14 November 2015 at Vor Frue Kirke. 

We extend to them our congratulations! 

Calendar of Events and Announcements 

Remember our First Friday Devotions at VFK on 4 December, 1 January, and 5 

February at 7:00 PM. These devotions especially recognize the Sacred Heart of 

Jesus, and through it offer reparations for sins.  

December 

13 December, Sunday. Father  Theva will celebrate his farewell Masses at 

VFK at 11:30 AM and SAK at 5:30 PM. Bishop Czesław Kozon will concelebrate 

the Mass at SAK. 

24 December, Thursday. Christmas Eve Mass, only at SAK at 5:00 PM.  

25 December, Friday. Christmas Day, VFK at 11:30 AM and SAK at 5:00 PM. 

27 December, Sunday. Feast of the Holy Family. Regular  Sunday program. 
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January 

1 January, Friday. New Year ’s Day. Mary Mother  of God. Mass only at 

SAK at 5:00 PM. 

3 January, Sunday. Epiphany. Regular  Sunday schedule. 

14 January, Thursday. Oblate Day. Mass at 5:00 PM. 

February 

2 February, Tuesday. Presentation of Jesus in the Temple and Mary’s Puri-

fication. Blessing of the candles to be used in your home throughout the year. 

Your candles are to be placed before the altar for the blessing. 

10 February, Wednesday. Ash Wednesday Mass at SAK at 5:00 PM 

(English) and VFK at 7:00 PM (Danish). The distribution of ashes will take place 

as part of the Mass. 

The Oblates celebrate 200 years 

The Congregation of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate will celebrate 

the 200th anniversary of its founding in 2016. The congregation was founded in 

Aix-en-Province, France, on 25 January 1816, when it was known as the Mis-

sionaries of Provence. When Pope Leo XII gave it papal approval on 17 Febru-

ary 1826, it was named the Congregation of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Im-

maculate. The name is usually shortened to Oblates of Mary Immaculate or just 

OMI. 

The word oblate comes from the Latin oblatus which means “that which is of-

fered” or simply “a sacrificial gift.” Immaculate comes also from Latin immacu-

lata which means “without blemish” or “ totally pure.”  The Congregation’s 

name in itself indicates its spirituality: Oblate fathers and brothers are the im-

maculately conceived Mary’s sacrificial gift to God. This name was given to the 

Congregation by . 

The Congregation’s spirituality and charism is grounded in the same inspiration 

of the Holy Spirit that inspired its founder, Charles Joseph Eugene de Mazenod. 

He was born in Aix-en-Provence in 1782, the son of a nobleman and a bourgeois 

mother. As a child, he was forced by the French Revolution to flee France to-

gether with his father and uncle. He returned to Aix as a young man in 1802, 
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with only one thought: to live to 

the fullest the sweet life of a 

French nobleman. But that dream 

burst completely when he began 

to realized the enormous social 

and moral destruction of the soci-

ety caused by the Revolution. 

He experienced a conversion on 

Good Friday, 1807, in St. Made-

leine’s church in Aix that was so 

deep that his heart longed for the 

priesthood and to become a serv-

ant of the poor. He was ordained 

on 21 December 1811 in Paris. 

When he returned to Aix, he re-

fused every official priestly posi-

tion and instead gave himself im-

mediately to serve the impover-

ished youth, the inhumanly treat-

ed prisoners in Aix’ prison, the 

farm laborers, the servant girls, 

and the sick. These were the peo-

ple that the established Church neglected.  

He had his own priestly style, one that broke with all the polite conventions. For 

example, he preached not in the King’s French but in the local dialect, Proven-

çal, which the poor understood. Overwhelmed by the enormous need that met 

him and by the demands and possibilities of ministry among the poor, he quickly 

became aware that he needed help from other like-minded, zealous priests. And 

so it happened that, from an “impulse from the outside,” Eugene de Mazenod 

and six other priests bound themselves into a pious fraternity on 25 January 

1816, in a dilapidated Carmelite monastery in Aix, calling themselves Mission-

aries of Provence. They decided to live together as brothers and imitate Jesus 

Christ, primarily by proclaiming God’s word to the poor. Their hearts encom-

passed the entire world. Ten years later, this little congregation was given papal 

approbation by Pope Leo XII under the name of Oblates of Mary Immaculate. 

Eugene de Mazenod, who was canonized a saint in 1995 by Pope St. John Paul 

The founder of the Oblates of Mary Immac-

ulate, Charles Joseph Eugene de Mazenod, 

in a mosaic by VFK parishioner Kristian 

Andersen. Kristian and his wife also make 

the beautiful crèche each year at Christmas 
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II, passed on to his sons the spirit and the values that were the foundation of his 

own life. The Oblates’ spirituality and charism are best described in the preface 

to the rule de Mazenod wrote for the congregation in 1818: 

They are convinced that if priests could be formed, afire with zeal for 

men’s salvation, priests not given to their own interests, solidly grounded 

in virtue – in a word, apostolic men deeply conscious of the need to re-

form themselves, who would labor with all the resources at their com-

mand to convert others – then there would be ample reason to believe 

that in a short while people who had gone astray might be brought back 

to their long-unrecognized responsibilities. 

He was clear about what he expected: “They must strive to be saints.” 

St. Eugene de Mazenod became bishop of Marseille in 1837, but remained the 

leader of the small yet growing congregation until his death on 21 May 1861. 

His last words to his Oblates were: “Among yourselves, charity, charity, charity, 

and outside, zeal for the salvation of souls.” 

Already at his death, his little congregation had 416 members, who were spread 

out in ten countries, including Canada, the USA, Sri Lanka, and South Africa. 

Today, there are around 4,000 Oblates in more than 60 countries, involved in 

every kind of pastoral ministry. 

The Oblates seek with daring to bring the Good News of Jesus Christ wherever 

they are needed. They bring God’s love. This love is the foundation of the Ob-

lates’ service to the people of God, and at the same time underlines the Oblates’ 

solid conviction that “our OMI mission asks us to be men, who have experienced 

the love of God in our own lives. To be men, who are driven by this love to risk 

our lives for the sake of the Gospel.” 

—Father Paul Marx, OMI 

Celebrate the founding of our order with us 

On the occasion of the 200th anniversary of the founding of the Oblates of Mary 

Immaculate, a parish celebration will be held on Thursday, 14 January at VFK. 

The evening will begin with a pontifical Mass at 5:00 PM celebrated by Bishop 

Czesław Kozon. The Mass will be followed by a reception and a program of sev-

eral talks on the Oblate congregation, its founder, spirituality, and more. The 

evening is also open to anyone from outside the parish. 
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The Feast of the Holy Family  

The Feast of the Holy Family celebrates the human family, as well as the ulti-

mate family: Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. The feast is usually celebrated on the Sun-

day after Christmas. This year, it falls on Sunday, 27 December. The illustration 

on this newsletter’s cover shows the Holy Family. 

Veneration for the Holy Family rose in the 17th century and was officially rec-

ognized in 1921 when the feast day was instituted. The Feast of the Holy Family 

was moved to the Sunday after Christmas in 1969, bringing it within the Christ-

mas season. 

This traditional prayer in honor of the Holy Family is meant to be recited in the 

presence of the Blessed Sacrament. It is a very good post-Communion prayer, 

especially during February, the Month of the Holy Family. 

Grant us, O Lord Jesus, faithfully to imitate the examples of Thy Holy 

Family, so that in the hour of our death, in the company of Thy glorious 

Virgin Mother and St. Joseph, we may deserve to be received by Thee into 

eternal tabernacles. 

In this prayer, we consecrate our family to the Holy Family, and ask the aid of 

Christ, Who was the perfect Son; Mary, who was the perfect mother; and Joseph, 

who, as foster father of Christ, sets the example for all fathers. 

O Jesus, our most loving Redeemer, who having come to enlighten the 

world with Thy teaching and example, didst will to pass the greater part of 

Thy life in humility and subjection to Mary and Joseph in the poor home in 

Nazareth, thus sanctifying the Family that was to be an example for all 

Christian families, graciously receive our family as it dedicates and conse-

crates itself to Thee this day. Do Thou defend us, guard us and establish 

amongst us Thy holy fear, true peace, and concord in Christian love: in 

order that, by conforming ourselves to the divine pattern of Thy family, we 

may be able, all of us without exception, to attain to eternal happiness. 

Mary, dear Mother of Jesus and Mother of us, by thy kindly intercession 

make this our humble offering acceptable in the sight of Jesus, and obtain 

for us His graces and blessings. 

O Saint Joseph, most holy guardian of Jesus and Mary, assist us by thy 

prayers in all our spiritual and temporal necessities; that so we may be ena-

bled to praise our divine Savior Jesus, together with Mary and thee, for all 

eternity. 
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Father Mike’s birthday party 

Father Michael Bradley, OMI, was sur-

rounded by family and friends when 

the Danish and English communities 

of Vor Frue Kirke celebrated his 90th 

birthday on Saturday, 26 September 

with Mass and a birthday party after-

wards. The party was organized by 

Julietta Nielsen, Helle Bjerre, and Fa-

ther Allen Courteau, OMI, and includ-

ed a lavish dinner buffet, beverages 

and, of course, cake. Father’s actual 

birthday is 13 October.  

Special guests included three of his 

nieces and a grandniece from County 

Donegal, Ireland: Frances Crampsie 

and her daughter Arlene Crampsie, 

Margaret Browne, and Fiona Kerr. 

In his remarks, thanking his family 

from Ireland and his parish family, 

Father said that he is looking forward 

to celebrating his one-hundredth birth-

day. We are too, Father! 
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The Holy Year of Mercy  

Our Holy Father Pope Francis has called for a jubilee year, to be known as the 

Holy Year of Mercy. By doing so, he is calling on the entire Roman Catholic 

Church to take up his papacy's central message of compassion and pardon. The 

Holy Year of Mercy will begin on 8 December 2015 and end on 20 November 

2016. 

The jubilee begins on the feast of the Immaculate Conception, celebrated on 8 

December. Its last day, 20 November 2016, is the feast of Christ the King. An-

nouncing the closing date, the pope added a new term to the title of Christ cele-

brated that day, also calling Jesus “the living face of the mercy of the father.” 

The jubilee year will formally begin with the opening of the Holy Door of St. 

Peter's Basilica at the Vatican. The other holy doors of basilicas around the 

world will then be opened as a sign of God’s opening a new pathway to salva-

tion. 

The last jubilee year was held in 2000 during the papacy of Pope John Paul II 

and was known as “the Great Jubilee.” The last extraordinary jubilee year was 

held in 1983 to celebrate 1,950 years since the death and resurrection of Jesus. 

A jubilee year is a special year called by the Church to receive blessing and par-

don from God and remission of sins. The Catholic Church has called jubilee 

years every 25 or 50 years since the year 1300, and has also called special jubi-

lee years from time to time, known as extraordinary jubilee years. 

Francis has made mercy a central theme of his papacy, speaking of it often in 

homilies and in his texts. His apostolic exhortation, Evangelii Gaudium (The Joy 

of the Gospel), uses the word 32 times. 

“I am convinced that the whole church, which has much need to receive mercy 

because we are sinners, will find in this jubilee the joy to rediscover and render 

fruitful the mercy of God, with which we are all called to give consolation to 

every man and woman of our time,” Francis said in announcing the year. 

“No one can be excluded from the mercy of God,” Francis continued. “The 

church is the house that welcomes all and refuses no one. The call of Jesus push-

es each of us never to stop at the surface of things, especially when we are deal-

ing with a person,” the pope said. “We are called to look beyond, to focus on the 

heart to see of how much generosity everyone is capable.” 
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Sakramentskirken 

Date Reader Offertory Collection Eucharistic Ministers 

24/12 Reshmi Machadoc 

Ruth Ebert 

Fe Christensen & L. Vergara 

G. Victorino & Niels 

Emmanuel Manny & Leonie 

C: Ben 

25/12 Perlita Vazquez 

Lydia Perez 

Niels & P. Vazquez 

L. & B. Alcaraz 

L. Vergara & Greg Victorino 

C: Joan 

27/12 Daliana 

Niels 

Fe Christensen & L. Vergara 

G. Victorino & Vivencio Valasquez 

Lydia Perez & Ben Alcaraz 

C: Manny 

1/01 Clarice Scott 

Yvonne Jensen 

Niels & P. Vazquez 

L. & B. Alcaraz 

Emmanuel Manny & Leonie 

C: Ben 

3/01 Bellen Quinto 

Chetachi 

Fe Christensen & L. Vergara 

G. Victorino & Niels 

L. Vergara & Greg Victorino 

C: Joan 

10/01 Vivencio Valasquez 

Alden Vazquez  

Emmanuel Manny & P. Vazquez 

L. & B. Alcaraz 

Lydia Perez & Ben Alcaraz 

C: Manny 

17/01 Reshmi Machadoc 

Ruth Ebert 

Fe Christensen & L. Vergara 

G. Victorino & Vivencio Valasquez 

Emmanuel Manny & Leonie 

C: Ben 

24/01 Perlita Vazquez 

Lydia Perez 

Emmanuel Manny & P. Vazquez 

L. & B. Alcaraz 

L. Vergara & Greg Victorino 

C: Joan 

31/01 Daliana 

Niels 

Fe Christensen & L. Vergara 

G. Victorino & Vivencio Valasquez 

Lydia Perez & Ben Alcaraz 

C: Manny 

7/02 Clarice Scott 

Yvonne Jensen 

Niels & P. Vazquez 

L. & B. Alcaraz 

Emmanuel Manny & Leonie 

C: Ben 

14/02 Bellen Quinto 

Chetachi 

Fe Christensen & L. Vergara 

G. Victorino & Vivencio Valasquez 

L. Vergara & Greg Victorino 

C: Joan 

21/02 Vivencio Valasquez 

Alden Vazquez  

Fe Christensen & L. Vergara 

G. Victorino & Niels 

Lydia Perez & Ben Alcaraz 

C: Manny 

28/02 Reshmi Machadoc 

Clarice Scott 

Emmanuel Manny & P. Vazquez 

L. & B. Alcaraz 

Emmanuel Manny & Leonie 

C: Ben 

6/03 

  

Yvonne Jensen 

Vivencio Valasquez 

Fe Christensen & L. Vergara 

G. Victorino & Niels 

L.Vergara & Greg Victorino 

C: Joan 

St. Ansgar, patron saint of Scandinavia 

February 3 is the feast day of St. Ansgar. He was born of a noble family near 

Amiens, France. He accompanied King Harold to Denmark when the exiled 

King returned to his native land and engaged in missionary work there. Ansgar’s 

success caused King Bjorn of Sweden to invite him to that country, and he built 

the first Christian Church in Sweden.  

He became Abbot of New Corbie and first Archbishop of Hamburg about 831, 

and Pope Gregory IV appointed him Legate to the Scandinavian countries. He 
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Vor Frue Kirke 

Date Reader Eucharistic Ministers 

25/12 Bill Anthony 

Roshanie Andersen 

Julie Nielsen 

Birgit Sørensen 

27/12 Bill Gallahue 

Ngo Lydienne Fenlia 

Jimmy Mackey 

Roshanie Andersen 

3/01 Alice Christensen 

Casmir Odinukaeze 

Julie Nielsen 

N. Polycarp Ngarsi 

10/01 N. Polycarp Ngarsi 

Jennifer Strøh 

Bill Anthony 

Birgit Sørensen 

17/01 

  

Bill Anthony 

Steffny 

Jimmy Mackey 

Roshanie Andersen 

24/01 Renu Vijay 

Phaedria St. Hilaire 

Julie Nielsen 

N. Polycarp Ngarsi 

31/01 Mary Fries 

Issacc 

Bill Anthony 

Birgit Sørensen 

7/02 Issacc 

Alice Christensen 

Jimmy Mackey 

Julie Nielsen 

14/02 Julie Nielsen 

Ngo Lydienne Fenlia 

Julie Nielsen 

N. Polycarp Ngarsi 

21/02 Bill Anthony 

Roshanie Andersen 

Bill Anthony 

Birgit Sørensen 

28/02 Issacc 

Casmir Odinukaeze 

Jimmy Mackey 

Roshanie Andersen 

6/03 N. Polycarp Ngarsi 

Jennifer Strøh 

Julie Nielsen 

N. Polycarp Ngarsi 

labored at his missionary work for the next fourteen years but saw all he had 

accomplished destroyed when, in 845, invading pagan Northmen destroyed 

Hamburg and overran the Scandinavian countries, which lapsed into paganism. 

He was appointed first Archbishop of Bremen about 848, and the See was united 

with that of Hamburg by Pope Nicholas I.  

Ansgar again returned to Denmark and Sweden in 854 and resumed his mission-

ary activities, converting Erik, King of Jutland. Ansgar’s success was the result 

of his great preaching ability, the austerity and holiness of his life, and the mira-

cles he is reputed to have performed. Though called “the Apostle of the North” 

and the first Christian missionary in Scandinavia, the whole area lapsed into pa-

ganism again after his death at Bremen on 3 February. 
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WELCOME! If you would like to become a member of our parish community at Vor Frue 

Kirke or Sakramentskirken, pick up a registration form from the bulletin board, fill it out, 

and give it to your priest.  

 Sakramentskirken (SAK) Vor Frue Kirke (VFK) 

Nørrebrogade 27C, 2200 København N 

Pastor: Fr. Daniel Norgaard  

Tel: 33133762; Mobil:41413789  

Email: dannorg@gmail.com  

www.sakramentskirken.dk 

English: Fr. Fredrick A. Thevaraj, OMI 

Tel: 4494 7694 

Giro: 804-6638  

Herlevgårdsvej 14, 2730 Herlev 

English: Fr. Fredrick A. Thevaraj, OMI 

Tel: 4494 7694 

Email: fthevaraj@yahoo.com 

www.vorfrueogsktantoni.dk 

Danish: Fr. Allen Coueteau, OMI  

Nordea Reg Nr. 2229-0716655849 

englishministryvfkandsakdk.com 

Reconciliation. VFK – One half hour before Mass or by appointment with the priest. SAK – Before 

Mass 5:00–5:20 PM every Sunday in the confessional or by appointment with the priest. 

Baptism. By appointment with the pr iest. Parents are requir ed to meet with the pr iest to 

receive instructions with regard to this sacrament. No date or place for the baptism can be set be-

fore talking with your priest. 

Marriage. The Diocese requir es that the couple meet with the pr iest to receive the necessary 

instructions and preparations for the forthcoming marriage. Please, do not set a date, time, and 

place for the marriage until after your meeting with the priest. The first meeting should be no later 

than six months before the date you desire. 

Pastoral visit. By law, hospitals do not disclose patient information. Your  pr iest may not 

know that you or a member of your family has been admitted to the hospital. It is important that 

you or a member of your family notify your priest, if you would like him to visit and bring the 

Sacraments. 

Mass Times 

Sunday VFK – 11:30 AM – Mass 

 SAK – 5:00–5:20 PM – Sacrament of Reconciliation 

  5:00–5:20 PM – Recitation of the Holy Rosary 

  5:30 PM – Mass 

Wednesday SAK – 5:00 PM – Mass followed by a Novena to Our Lady 

Thursday VFK – 9:30 AM – Mass 

Friday  VFK – 7:00 PM – Mass and Adoration – First Friday 


