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Enter the gate of merciful presence  

Dear friends in Jesus Christ,  

God is the “really real,” the source of all reality. 

God is the foundation of our faith, the foundation 

of our lives, and the foundation of the whole of 

reality. Without God, we live in a dream world, a 

fantasy world, a world of creatures without a Cre-

ator.  

This universal Creator is not a dictator or a pun-

isher, not the one who takes revenge, but a God 

of love and forgiveness who shows mercy and kindness. Focusing on our sins, 

weaknesses, and wrongdoings is not always a good thing. Instead, we should 

focus on God’s love and mercy. That’s why St. Paul wrote, “let us therefore 

come boldly to the throne of grace that we may find mercy and grace in time of 

need (Heb. 4:16).” 

The Year of Mercy certainly brings many of God’s sons and daughters closer to 

Him. However, many of us make the mistake of overlooking God’s mercy. We 

take God and His ever-forgiving heart for granted. As a result, we, His children, 

rarely enter the gate of happiness. We rarely recognize the Door of Mercy in our 

life.  

In this Year of Mercy, Pope Francis invites every child of God to make a spiritu-

al pilgrimage, reflecting the verse found in Luke, “Be perfect as your heavenly 

Father is perfect (Lk. 6:36).” Perhaps the key to understanding this precept is 

found in the phrase, “as your heavenly Father is perfect.”  

God is love. That’s all God does. So, we will be like our heavenly Father if we 

love: love God, love ourselves, and love our neighbor. If we do this, we will be 

perfect. Perfectly human, which is very imperfect. Our God is the God of imper-

fection. The people He called were not all righteous or strong. God searched for 

the sinners, the weak, and the unworthy.  

Look at the losers in the scriptures: Noah, drunk (Gen. 9:21); Abraham, too old; 

Isaac, a daydreamer; Jacob, a liar; Leah, ugly; Joseph, abused by his brothers; 

Moses, a stutterer; Gideon, afraid; Samson, a womanizer who lost his hair; Ra-

hab, a prostitute; Jeramiah and Timothy, too young; David, an adulterer with the 

wife of Uriah and a murderer; Elijah, suicidal; Isaiah, preaching naked; Jonah, 
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ran away from God; Naomi, a widow; Job, bankrupt; Peter, denied Our Lord; 

Thomas, the doubter; the disciples, fell asleep while praying and two fought to 

inherit Jesus’ authority; Martha, worried too much; the Samaritan woman, di-

vorced; Zacchaeus, too small; Paul, too religious. The list goes on. What about 

you and me? 

When she was in this world, the mother of Jesus listened, obeyed, and did what-

ever God asked her to do. Now, she is in God’s presence. Now, when she inter-

cedes, God is ready to help us through her, because she was the greatest instru-

ment in manifesting God’s mercy when she brought Jesus into this world.  

Through the fall of Adam and Eve, the Door of Mercy and Salvation was closed. 

With the help of Mary – the New Eve – Jesus – the New Adam – opened the 

door forever. Let us enter the gate of merciful presence and help our brothers 

and sister around the world, Christians and non-Christians alike, to enter the 

door of mercy. Praise the Lord. 

—Father Joy, OMI 

On the cover: This month’s cover  shows St. Michael the Archangel tr i-

umphing as he casts out Satan and his cohort of fallen angels. The stained glass 

window is in the Church of St. Martin in the city of Florac, in the south of 

France. 

The Catechism of the Catholic Church states that “The whole life of the church 

benefits from the mysterious and powerful help of the angels.... From its begin-

ning until death, human life is surrounded by their watchful care and interces-

sion.” Pope John Paul II emphasized the role of the Archangels, stating that: “the 

angels who participate in the life of the Trinity in the light of glory are also 

called to play their part in the history of human salvation, in the moments estab-

lished by divine Providence.” 

On 29 September, we celebrate the Feast of the Archangels, Saints Michael, Ga-

briel, and Raphael. Let us reach out to them in prayer and express our gratitude 

for the constant care and protection of our own Guardian Angels. Pope Leo XIII 

gave us this beautiful prayer to Saints Michael. 

Saint Michael Archangel, defend us in battle. Be our protection against the 

wickedness and snares of the devil; may God rebuke him, we humbly pray. 

And do thou, O Prince of the heavenly host, by the power of God, cast into 

hell Satan and all the evil spirits who prowl through the world seeking the 

ruin of souls. Amen. 
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Our parish family 

Baptism 

Hannah Bjørnsdall, born 31 May 2016, daughter of Stanley Ikechukwu (Nigeria)  

and Pia Bjørnsdall (Denmark), was baptized on 3 September 2106 at Vor Frue 

Kirke. 

Rain Sarah, daughter of Don Ramesh C. Lorica and Merlandresa A. Golosino 

(both from The Philippines), will be baptized on 17 September 2016 at Vor Frue 

Kirke. 

Ella Adigbo Ezeani, daughter of Lyka Gourge Ezeani (Nigeria) and Louise 

Keldorff (Denmark, will be baptized on 17 September 2016 at Vor Frue Kirke. 

Julian Nenso, son of Benson and Paulo, will be baptized on 24 September 2016. 

We extend to all of the families our congratulations and blessings! 

Liturgical reminders 

Remember our First Friday Devotions at VFK on 7 October, 4 November, and 2 

December starting at 7:00 PM.  

Rosary prayer meetings 

The Rosary, a gift of prayer from the Mother of God, leads us to Christ in a way 

that is unique among the devotions in the Church.  

Our newly founded rosary prayer group, the Liturgy of Our Lady, meets every 

month in our homes to recite the Rosary, pray, sing hymns, discuss the day’s 

bible reading, and share our thoughts. We end each gathering with a delicious 

meal served by the host family. At the moment, our group has ten members, with 

Father Joy as our spiritual leader. We have met three times, and our members 

have felt the great blessing that saying the Rosary brings.  

The Rosary brings us into intimate union with the very Person of Jesus. 

We meet on Sunday afternoons after Mass. Our next meetings will be held Sun-

day 18 September, 23 October, 20 November, and 18 December. Please join us 

in prayer. For more information, contact roshanie.andersen@zacco.com or 26 67 

22 10. 

—Roshanie Andersen 
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The Door of Mercy 

Lord teach us to pray. That was the request of one of the disciples of Jesus after 

observing the Lord’s personal prayer (Lk 11:2). Eventually, the disciples of Je-

sus will recognize the everlasting love and Divine Mercy of God as inspiration 

for their prayer of response to the teachings of Jesus. 

Aware of the need of the faithful to avail themselves of the richness of faith, 

Pope Francis has brought into clear focus the vision of God as a God of Mercy. 

The Holy Father has given us this current year in which to bring to our aware-

ness the nature of this Divine Mercy. In his proclamation of this jubilee year 

Pope Francis assures the Church of all the riches of this Endless Mercy of God. 

The Pope writes, “No one can be excluded from the mercy of God.... The 

Church is the house which welcomes all and refuses no one. Its doors remain 

wide open so that those who are touched by grace can find the certainty of for-

giveness.” 

The infinite mercy of God is available, therefore, to all who acknowledge a need 

for God’s tenderness and especially with regard to the sacrament of confession 

or reconciliation. The door to this infinite source of Mercy is always open to all 

who acknowledge a need for Divine Assistance in the struggles with human 

frailty. The invitation comes from Jesus: “Come to me all you who labor and are 

heavily burdened and I will give you rest” (Mt. 11:28). 

The Pope’s words reassure us that the door to God’s mercy in the Church is nev-

er closed, but remains always open for the faithful to avail themselves of the lov-

ing forgiveness of God who loves his people with an everlasting love. Conse-

quently, because of Divine Mercy, the sinner can always find the way back to 

God’s love and forgiveness regardless of past sins and transgressions. 

In reassuring the faithful of the extent of this infinite loving mercy of the Heav-

enly Father, the Pope reviews the parable of Jesus concerning the Prodigal Son. 

The Father’s endless love for his wayward son draws attention to the infinite 

love of God even for the sinner. The selfish transgressions of the Prodigal in the 

parable cannot hinder the loving mercy of the Father who waits patiently until 

eventually he sees his child returning home. God is always waiting for us, the 

Pope reassures us. Jesus shows us this merciful patience of God, so that we can 

regain confidence and hope at all times. The mercy of God endures forever. 

Pope Francis assures us that this door to God’s Loving Mercy is forever open so 
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that the faithful can always have recourse to the love and forgiveness of the 

Heavenly Father. This can be especially relevant when the faithful at the begin-

ning of the Mass together call upon the mercy of God. Because such rich re-

sources are available to us, we might reflect on how we respond to God’s tender 

love and infinite mercy in our personal lives. Can we open the door to infinity 

and find rest therein in the immensity of God’s Loving Mercy? 

—Father Michael Bradley, OMI 

Meeting the spirit with OMI youth in Poland 

“Come and be with our Oblate 

youth and tell them about the 

mission in Denmark and Scan-

dinavia.” With these words, 

Father Anthoni Bohm, OMI, 

Provincial Superior of the 

Polish Oblate province and my 

provincial, invited me to take 

part in the Oblates of Mary 

Immaculate World Youth 

Week in Wrocław, Poland, 20

–25 July, held the week before 

World Youth Week. This was 

the third Oblate youth week.  

About 1,800 young people, 180 Oblate fathers, several seminarians, and OMI 

sisters came from the whole Oblate world. Father Louis Lougen, OMI General 

Superior, all European provincial superiors, and Bishop Jan Kot, OMI, who came 

from Brazil, were also present for the entire six days.  

The purpose of the gathering was to invite the young people to become mission-

aries in today’s world, not necessarily as vowed Oblates, but to give life to the 

vision of our holy founder, St. Eugene de Mazenod. Every day, there was an in-

put talk, concelebrated mass, and different spiritual activities based on the day’s 

theme and the needs of the participants. I was amazed by how actively and re-

sponsibly each of the young people participated in every activity, especially in 

long hours of prayer.  

Every day, I felt the Holy Spirit’s presence and our holy founder’s spirit among 

Father Alren meets Polish Oblate seminarians. 
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us. It was great to see that the faith was strong and alive among the youth, who 

came mostly from the western world. In most of the youngsters, I saw the search 

for a deep religious experience. In these great missionaries who brought their 

youth from around the world, I discovered that our founder’s spirit is still alive. 

There was also a lot of fun and entertainment.  

Father General and all of the Oblates present were an inspiration to the youth, 

who flocked around us during their free time, taking pictures with us and asking 

about our missions and listening to us eagerly.  

One of the VIPs among us was 

Father Rois Alonso Luis Igna-

cio, OMI, the General Councilor 

for Europe and head of the con-

gregation’s youth work. On the 

second day, he spoke about St. 

Eugene’s call for an ardent de-

sire for perfection and a burning 

zeal for the salvation of souls. 

He also spoke about St. Eu-

gene’s call to become saints and 

its meaning for us today.  

The next day, Bishop Kot asked the youth to search for Jesus and find him just 

like Mary did when Jesus was twelve years old and she lost him in the temple. 

He described Mary’s search for Jesus as a journey, and suggested that we, like 

Mary, should search eagerly until we find Him. On the fourth day, Father Gen-

eral invited his listeners to be loving, emphasizing that one should never be 

afraid to love. On the fifth day, Father Provincial invited them to rejoice, to be 

happy people. 

On the last day, we visited the hometown of Blessed Józef Cebula, OMI, a martyr 

for the faith, and celebrated the Holy Eucharist, concluding the week with an 

invitation to wake the true missionary in each of us. Others continued their jour-

ney to Kraków to take part in the World Youth Week with the Pope.  

I returned home with a challenge given by many of the youth who spoke to me: 

that I should bring a Scandinavian youth group to the next meeting! At the con-

cluding Mass for World Youth Day 2016 in Kraków, Pope Francis announced 

that Panama City will host World Youth Day in 2019.  

—Father Alren Soosaipillai, OMI 
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Celebrating Father Carroll Parker’s 80th birthday  

On 29 September, Father Carroll Parker, OMI, will reach his 80th birthday. The 

two parishes will remember his “round birthday” with special celebrations and 

will offer special thanks to this special man who has served the Church in Den-

mark for nearly 40 years. 

On his birthday, Thursday 29 September, a special dinner will be held at Den 

Kinesiske Mur restaurant, Amagerbrogade 251B. It will start at 5:30 PM. The 

total cost is DKK 280. DKK 100 of that will be used for Father Parker’s present. 

To make reservations or for more information, call Juliet Sales, 24 62 53 54. 

On Sunday 2 October, the 11:30 English Mass will be offered in celebration of 

Father Parker’s birthday. It will be followed by a reception in the parish hall. 

We will feature a special profile of Father Parker in the next newsletter. 

Father Allen: 40 years a priest 

Father Allen Courteau, OMI, celebrated 

the fortieth anniversary of his ordination 

on 5 June, which coincidently fell on 

Sunday this year. All the better to hold a 

garden party, which was attended by 

members of both the Danish and English 

parishes at Vor Frue Kirke. 

Allen was born in St. Paul, Minnesota, 

19 minutes after his twin sister Eileen, 

on 26 February 1949.  

Father Allen recalls, “We were baptized 

in St. Louis church, a French-Catholic 

church in St. Paul, but my father had a 

restaurant opposite the Polish-American 

community hall, which belonged to St. 

Casimir’s parish. He got to know the 

priest, who invited our family to be part of the parish. St. Casimir was staffed by 

Oblate fathers. That’s how my association with the Oblates began.” 

Allen served as an altar boy and, already in the fourth grade, felt the beginning 

of a calling to be a priest. In eighth grade, after attending an Oblate summer 

camp for students considering a priestly vocation, he entered high school at Our 
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Lady of the Ozarks, the Oblate 

father’s Minor Seminary in 

Carthage, Missouri.  

The aspiring priests studied 

different religious orders, but 

were given special instruction 

about St. Eugene de Mazenod, 

founder of the Missionary Ob-

lates of Mary Immaculate. 

“The priests who were posted 

around the world came home 

on vacation, and they talked about their work and answered our questions. This 

was incredibly inspiring for us.” 

After high school, he attended Lewis College in Lockport, Illinois. “We could 

choose to be there two years and then go to the novitiate or stay for four years 

and earn a bachelor’s degree, and then go to novitiate. I stayed four years and 

got my bachelor's degree in English. One question kept running through my 

head: Is it my will or is it God’s will? If it turned out that it was not God who 

was calling, at least I would have an education I could use. We were also study-

ing philosophy and I got my teaching diploma at the same time, so it was a busy 

time.” 

During college, he had a summer job in a nursing home with his mother and two 

sisters. “At first, I thought that I could never work there, but gradually it dawned 

on me that it was just what I needed. I worked as a cleaner and helped with other 

tasks as well. The Lord had given me a gift: I was good at remembering names 

and found it easy to communicate with people. The job was just right for me. I 

earned a little money and got a lot of experience that was very useful to me later.  

“The work at the hospital and nursing home taught me to pay particular attention 

to the sick. Caring for the poor and those who feel abandoned is part of the Ob-

late spirit.” 

As time passed, he became increasingly sure that the priesthood was his true 

calling. His one-year stay at the novitiate near St. Louis, Missouri, was gave him 

time to think and discern the authenticity of his vocation.  

In spring 1975, he made his final vows of poverty, chastity, and obedience, and 

in August he was ordained deacon. His ordination to the priesthood came on 5 

June 1976 in his home parish, St. Casimir. 

Continued on page 10 
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Father Allen: 40 years a priest, continued.  

After assignments as a parish priest in remote Door County in the state of Wis-

consin, an English and music teacher at St. Henry, the Minor Seminary in Belle-

ville, Illinois, and later as Vocation Director there, he arrived in Denmark in Au-

gust 1984.  

He worked in Herlev until October 1985, when he went to Aalborg as associate 

pastor. He stayed there for “17 wonderful years.” While associate pastor in Aal-

borg, he was named pastor in Viborg and Lemvig. The two assignments ended  

Sakramentskirken 

Date Reader Offertory Collection Eucharistic Ministers 

11/09 Bellen Quinto 

Clarice Scott 

Fe Christensen, L. Vengara 

Reshmi Machadoc, Lydia P. 

Leonie A., Sr. Maril 

C: Joan 

18/09 Niels 

Chetachi 

Perlie V., Leony A.  

Namrita, Manny Q. 

Lydia P., Ben A. 

C: Leonie V. 

25/09 Meriam Dahl 

Namrita 

Niels, Reshimi 

Leony V., Fe Christensen 

Leonie A., Sr. Maril 

C: Joan 

2/10 Alden Vazquez 

Josephine 

Namrita, Perlie V. 

Manny Q, Leony V. 

Creg V., Leony V. 

C: Lydia P. 

9/10 Yvonne Jensen 

Reshmi Machadoc 

Niels, Creg V. 

Leony V., Fe Christensen 

Ben A., Sr. Maril 

C: Joan 

16/10 Ann Shassee 

Perlita Vazquez 

Namrita, Lydia P. 

Manny Q., Ben A. 

Lydia P., Creg V. 

C: Leony A. 

23/10 Patrick  

Ruth Ebert 

Niels, Reshimi 

Leony V., Fe Christensen 

Leony A., Sr. Maril 

C. Joan 

30/10 Meriam Dahl 

Namrita 

Niels, Perlie V. 

Manny Q., Leony A. 

Creg V., Leony V. 

C: Ben A. 

6/11 Clarice Scott 

Reshmi Machadoc 

Fe Christensen, Leony V.  

Perlie P., Namrita 

Sr. Maril, Lydia P. 

C: Leony A. 

13/11 Yvonne Jensen 

Meriam Dahl 

Manny Q., Leony A. 

Niels, Creg V. 

Leony V., Ben A. 

C: Joan 

20/11 Ann Shassee 

Vargees 

Leony V., Perlie V. 

Fe Christensen, Rishimi 

Lydia Perez, Creg V. 

C: Leony A. 

27/11 Reshmi Machadoc 

Namrita 

Niels, Lydia P.  

Leony V., Creg V. 

Leony A., Joan 

C: Ben A. 

4/11 Bellen Quinto 

Clarice Scott 

Fe Christensen, L. Vengara 

Reshmi Machadoc, Lydia P. 

Leonie A., Sr. Maril 

C: Joan 
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when he became pastor in Aalborg. In 2002, he began serving at St. Knud 

Lavard Church in Lyngby as pastor. He returned to Herlev in August 2013. 

He explains his vision of the priest’s role in the congregation: “Imagine that we 

are standing in a circle and holding hands, so we can see each other. Sometimes 

priests stand in the middle, calling attention to themselves, or they stand outside 

and say, call me when you need me. For me, the priest should not be in the mid-

dle or outside the circle. He should be in the circle with everyone else. That has 

been my experience as a priest and where I like to be.”  —William Anthony 

Vor Frue Kirke 

Date Reader Eucharistic Ministers 

11/09 N. Polycarp Ngarsi 

Mary Fries 

Roshanie Andersen 

Birgit Sørensen 

18/09 Jennifer Strøh 

Alice Christensen  

Bill Anthony 

N. Polycarp Ngarsi 

25/09 Julie Nielsen 

Renu Vijay  

Roshanie Andersen 

Birgit Sørensen 

2/10 Phaedria St. Hilaire 

Issacc 

Julie Nielsen 

N. Polycarp Ngarsi 

9/10 Cornellius 

Ngo Lydienne Fenlia 

Jimmy Mackey 

Birgit Sørensen 

16/10 Bill Gallahue  

Roshanie Andersen 

Bill Anthony 

Julie Nielsen 

23/10 Casmir Odinukaeze 

Jennifer Strøh 

Bill Anthony 

Julie Nielsen 

30/10 Bill Anthony 

Sheltron 

Jimmy Mackey 

Birgit Sørensen 

6/11 Roshanie Andersen 

Cornellius 

Jimmy Mackey 

Roshanie Andersen 

13/11 Alice Christensen 

N. Polycarp Ngarsi 

Jimmy Mackey 

Roshanie Andersen 

20/11 Steffny 

Mary Fries  

Jimmy Mackey 

Roshanie Andersen 

27/11 Renu Vijay 

Issacc 

Julie Nielsen 

Birgit Sørensen 

4/12 Steffny 

Bill Gallahue  

Jimmy Mackey 

N. Polycarp Ngarsi 
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WELCOME! If you would like to become a member of our parish community at Vor Frue 

Kirke or Sakramentskirken, pick up a registration form from the bulletin board, fill it out, 

and give it to your priest.  

 Sakramentskirken (SAK) Vor Frue Kirke (VFK) 

Nørrebrogade 27C, 2200 København N 

Pastor: Fr. Daniel Norgaard  

Tel: 33133762; Mobil:41413789  

Email: dannorg@gmail.com  

www.sakramentskirken.dk 

English: Fr. Santhiyogu Christy Joy Fernando, OMI 

Tel: 4494 7694 

Giro: 804-6638  

Herlevgårdsvej 14, 2730 Herlev 

English: Fr. Santhiyogu Christy Joy Fernando, OMI 

Tel: 4494 7694 

Email: sjoeomidk@gmail.com 

www.vorfrueogsktantoni.dk 

Danish: Fr. Allen Courteau, OMI  

Nordea Reg Nr. 2229-0716655849 

englishministryvfkandsakdk.com 

Reconciliation. VFK – One half hour before Mass or by appointment with the priest. SAK – Before 

Mass 5:00–5:20 PM every Sunday in the confessional or by appointment with the priest. 

Baptism. By appointment with the pr iest. Parents are requir ed to meet with the pr iest to 

receive instructions with regard to this sacrament. No date or place for the baptism can be set be-

fore talking with your priest. 

Marriage. The Diocese requir es that the couple meet with the pr iest to receive the necessary 

instructions and preparations for the forthcoming marriage. Please, do not set a date, time, and 

place for the marriage until after your meeting with the priest. The first meeting should be no later 

than six months before the date you desire. 

Pastoral visit. By law, hospitals do not disclose patient information. Your  pr iest may not 

know that you or a member of your family has been admitted to the hospital. It is important that 

you or a member of your family notify your priest, if you would like him to visit and bring the 

Sacraments. 

Mass Times 

Sunday VFK – 11:30 AM – Mass 

 SAK – 5:00–5:20 PM – Sacrament of Reconciliation 

  5:00–5:20 PM – Recitation of the Holy Rosary 

  5:30 PM – Mass 

Wednesday SAK – 5:00 PM – Mass followed by a Novena to Our Lady 

Thursday VFK – 9:30 AM – Mass 

Friday  VFK – 7:00 PM – Mass and Adoration – First Friday 


