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“Thank you very much. It’s very good water” 

“We always thank God, the Father of our Lord 
Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, because 
we have heard about your faith in Christ Jesus 
and your love for all the saints” (Colossians 1:3
–4). Thanking God is not an acquired or inher-
ited quality, and it’s not a cultivated gratitude. 
It happens when you are overwhelmed by 
something or somebody. One of the three mag-
ic phrases in the world is “thank you.” 

One of Father Michael Bradley’s mantras was 
“thank you.” A mantra is the name of God or another spiritually loaded phrase 
that contemplative seekers often repeat to still and focus their minds. Father 
Mike said thank you for everything. Even if you gave him a glass of water, he 
would say, “Thank you very much. It’s very good water.”  

The Catholic communities in Herlev, in Nørrebogade, and other people of God 
really miss him. That became obvious at Father Mike’s funeral Mass on 23 Sep-
tember 2017. I saw them. Most of the people attending the funeral mass were 
crying. It’s a beautiful sign of a missionary who really shared his life with the 
people of God and lived the true spirit of our founder St. Eugene de Mazenod.  

Death reminds us of our limitedness. We have only one life, lived in a limited 
time and space. Life is short, shorter than we imagine. But death is not simply 
the end of our journey. It is a passing into another eternal life promised by 
Christ. And the promised life has to start here and be lived worthily here on 
earth.  

What then shall we do to have a happy and peaceful death like Father Michael? 
A sage once said, “When you were born you were crying and everyone around 
you was happy and smiling.” Another view of this could be the measure of how 
we lived our life. When we face death, how many people will be crying?  

We are slowly moving toward the joyful celebrations of December and January. 
To change from our moment of sorrow to happiness, we must hope and believe 
in the providential care of the Lord, who is the author of life and death, and the 
master of all creation. All Saints Day invited us to be saints. All Souls Day en-
couraged us to keep our souls pure and holy.  
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It’s very simple. Most of Catholic saints haven’t done anything extraordinary, 
except the Holy Martyrs. Saints do very ordinary things in extraordinary ways. 
Loving your neighbor is an ordinary thing; loving your enemy is extraordinary, 
and loving and praying for your enemy is the most extraordinary of all. That’s 
what Jesus did even at the last moment of his life. The first step to being a saint 
is to be human. The second step is to be Christian, and the third step is an auto-
matic process. It’s not simple as it’s described here, but it’s demanding and a 
dangerous commitment.  

Becoming human – incarnation (Christmas), being Christ(ian), living and dying 
for others on the cross and being ever holy: “He emptied himself, by taking the 
form of a servant being born in the likeness of men. And being found in human 
form (Christmas), he humbled himself by becoming obedient to the point of 
death, even death on a cross (Christian-like). Therefore God has highly exalted 
him and bestowed on him the name that is above every name, so that at the name 
of Jesus every knee should bow, in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and 
every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord (saint-like, martyr-like), to the 
glory of God the Father” Philippians 2:7–11. 

Soon it will be 2018. The beautiful thing about the time is that it passes whatever 
happens, whoever stops breathing. You may be sad, happy, angry, frustrated, or 
feeling good. Time rolls on. Regardless of your experiences, whether intense or 
mild, time passes for all of us. Some are crushed by the cycle of time; some are 
trapped; and others ride the cycle of time. Those are the people who celebrate 
time. So, let’s celebrate time with providential help of God.  

Have a blissful and blessed Christmas and New Year. 
—Father Joy, OMI 

On the cover: The Holy Family. This year  we celebrate the Feast of The Ho-
ly Family on Sunday, 31 December. The Feast of the Holy Family commemo-
rates the shared family life of Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. The feast presents the 
Holy Family as a model for Christian families. Certainly, the virtues of home life  
– mutual love, holy behavior, and pious practices – are a model for us. We 
should meditate on how the Feast of the Holy Family celebrates the human fami-
ly unit, as well as the ultimate family unit: Jesus, Mary, and Joseph. 

Lord Jesus Christ, who, being made subject to Mary and Joseph, didconse-
crate domestic life by Thine ineffable virtues; grant that we, with the assis-
tance of both, may be taught by the example of Thy Holy Family and may 
attain to its everlasting fellowship. Who lives and reigns, world without 
end. Amen. 
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Our parish family 

Baptism 
Maggie Ophelia Bratas, born 27 February 2017, daughter of Mia Møller, Den-
mark, and Christopher Bratas, Danmark, (Gentofte), was baptized on 9 Septem-
ber 2017 at SAK. 

Ejeckenbe Ritah Ejeckenbe Buea and Ngang Bertrand Fobisong Victoria (both 
from Cameroon, now living in Lund, Sweden), rejoiced in the baptism of their 
four children on 23 September 2017 at VFK: daughter Kayla Koy Andong Fobi-
song, born 25 August 2008; daughter Pearl Eleora Fin Fobisong, born 17 August 
2013; son Jayce Ngang Fobisong, born 25 June 2012; and son Ethan Anajoh, 
born 13 April 2017. 

Nathan Valentine Sico Nielsen, born 6 July 2017, son of Mary Grace Dasma-
rinas Cavite, Philippines, and Johnny Valetine Sico Nielsen, Denmark, (Herlev), 
was baptized on 21 October 2017 at VFK. 

Calendar of events and announcements 
Remember our First Friday Devotions at VFK on 1 December, 5 January, and 2 
February at 6:30 PM. These devotions especially recognize the Sacred Heart of  
Jesus, and through it, offer reparations for sins. 

Church coffee will be served at VFK on 3 December , 7 January, and 4 Feb-
ruary. 

Rosary prayer meetings will be held at 7:00 PM on Tuesdays: 5 December, 5 
January, and 6 February. For more information about the location, contact 
Roshanie Andersen, 26 67 22 10. 

Recitation of the Holy Rosary before Sunday Mass: 11:00 AM at VFK and 5:00 PM at 
SAK.  

December 
3 December Sunday. The fir st Sunday of Advent. 

24 December, Sunday. Chr istmas Eve Mass in English Danish, and French, 
at SAK at 3:00 PM.  

25 December, Monday. Chr istmas Day, VFK at 11:30 AM. Mass at SAK in 
Danish (10:00 AM) and in French (11:30 AM). 

26 December, Tuesday. 2. Chr istmas Day; Stephen, the fir st mar tyr ,VFK at 
11:30 AM.  
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30 December, Saturday. Thanksgiving Mass and New Year 's Eve Mass, 
SAK at 5:30 PM. 

31 December, Sunday. Feast of the Holy Family, VFK at 11:30 AM. NOTE: 
There will be no regular Sunday evening Mass at SAK. 

January 
1 January, Monday. New Year’s Day. Mary Mother  of God. VFK at 11:30 
AM and SAK at 5:00 PM. 

27 January, Saturday. The ethnic get-together evening is back. We’ll share 
dinner, network, and join our Danish and English parishes. Bring a dish you pre-
pare for your family and share it with fellow parishioners. A schedule will be 
available so that you can tell us if you’re making a starter, main course, or des-
sert. We’ll also need help with practical tasks such as setting tables and tidying 
up afterwards. It would also be interesting to hear about the food and its back-
ground so that we can learn a little more about your culture. Contact Ma-
lee.larsen@gmail.com.  

February 
14 February, Wednesday. Ash Wednesday Mass at SAK at 5:00 PM 
(English) and VFK at 7:00 PM (Danish). The distribution of ashes will take 
place as part of the Mass. 

18 February, Sunday. The First Sunday in Lent, VFK at 11:30 AM, SAK 
5:30 PM. 

Father Michael Columba Bradley, OMI, Rest in Peace 
In memoriam: some reflections concerning a beloved fellow Oblate 

Michael went through the door of death on 15 September to meet his Redeemer and 
Judge and to give an account of his life. The time God had allotted from all eternity for 
Michael’s wandering on this earth had now come to an end on this date, 92 years and 8 
months after He had created him in His image and likeness in his mother’s womb. 

The fact that Michael existed is a clear expression that God willed him with all His heart 
and had given him absolute dignity and a divine fate. God saw Michael long before the 
dawn of time and loved him. He could not image Himself sitting on His heavenly throne 
of glory for all eternity without Michael being at His right side. God created Michael, 
provided for his birth as the fifth child in a flock of nine in the part of the world that has 
given to humankind an unbelievable number of saints – Ireland. It was precisely eight 
years to the day after the great miracle of the sun in Fatima. 

Michael’s mother and father built their personal lives, their marriage, and family life on 
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the living God, Who revealed Himself in Jesus Christ in the Catholic Church. Confi-
dence in God was the greatest determining factor for his parents. They instilled this val-
ue in their children on that small farm in County Donegal. Life’s true values, which Mi-
chael learned in his childhood, came more and more to the fore of his consciousness as 
he completed his elementary and secondary education and began to take on jobs in an 
office and factory, first in Birmingham, England, then in Toronto, Canada, to finally 
immigrating to Chicago, USA. He was at that time in his late 20s. 

The most fundamental question began to make itself felt in Michael. What is the mean-
ing of life? What is the meaning of his life? The answer was not so clear in the begin-
ning, but became so after a while. The meaning of his life on earth was to honor God and 
make Him visible by leading a holy life. But how? And by which way of life? 

The truth that he was created in God’s image and likeness opened up great perspectives 
for Michael. As a human being, he had only one task in life and that was to be like God, 
to be holy. Even though he did not consciously think or express it that way, yet his 
whole life reflected this truth. He was thoroughly convinced that all men were created by 
God for the purpose of being with Him for all eternity. Thus he knew in the depths of his 
being that every word, thought, action, feeling, attitude – everything in life – must lead 
to this goal. The command of Jesus that we are to be perfect as the heavenly Father is 
perfect was a clear light and the driving force in Michael’s life. 

Father Michael’s ordination, 17 December 1966 
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When Michael was 34, he sensed in his inner being the way of life by which he was to 
make God visible – religious life with its three evangelical vows of poverty, chastity, and 
obedience. He sought out the Oblates of Mary Immaculate, whom he had gotten to know 
in England and began as a seminarian at the Oblates’ minor seminary in Belleville, Illi-
nois, in 1959. 

On 15 August 1961 Michael made his first commitment as a religious and so was re-
ceived into the OMI Congregation in the USA. By giving up marriage and thus an active 
sexual relationship and family life, Michael chose to be an icon of that real and final 
marriage between Christ and His Church, and between the individual soul. But this was 
not enough for him – his own personal holiness. No. With his whole heart, he wanted to 
bring Christ to others, especially to the poor and those of no importance in the eyes of 
the world. He wanted to be a priest. 

On 17 December 1966, he said yes to God and allowed himself to be ordained a priest in 
Belleville by Bishop Zuroweste, the same bishop that had ordained me a year previously. 

Michael and I spent four years together in the major seminary. There we got to know 
each other very well. He was a gentle and mild-mannered man, who always showed an 
interest in the other person, and had a strong Catholic faith and burning love for the 
Church and the Oblate Congregation. 

Even though Michael ministered in many places as a teacher, a parish priest, and retreat 
preacher, his heart burned for the lowly and the poor. Among the lowliest in USA were 
the approximately 3 million migrant Latino agricultural workers. To be a priest for them, 
Michael went to Colombia to learn Spanish. However, it was not in the USA that God 
wanted Michael to serve Him and His Church. Most of his nearly 51 years as a priest 
was spent in Scandinavia, more particularly nine years in Norway and then 28 in Den-
mark. 

It is not his different ministries or accomplishments for which Michael will be remem-
bered. No. It will be for the kind of person he was. Everyone, who met him, felt like they 
were seen as someone with dignity and importance. To communicate the presence of the 
loving and caring Father in Heaven is the greatest gift, we can give to each other. Mi-
chael possessed that gift. And this is why he was and is so loved. Michael became the 
person, the religious Oblate, and the priest that he was through his close, warm, and 
trusting relationship with God’s holy Mother, Mary. Like her, Michael based his rela-
tionship with God on the words with which Mary answered the archangel Gabriel, “Let 
it be done according to your word.” 

Michael lived for Christ in this world. And he died for Christ. His death is really only a 
passageway, a birth canal, a birth into the real and true life – eternal union with God. I’m 
certain that when Michael stood before the judgment seat of Christ, he heard Him say: 
“Well done, good and faithful servant. Enter into the joy of your Lord.” 

—Father Paul Marx, OMI 



8  

 

 

Yes, Friends, we will miss him 

It is now two months since Fa-
ther Michael died and “yes!”, we 
all miss him. We miss his present 
concern for us and his gentle 
presence. We all had special mo-
ments with Father Michael, some 
captured on film (or tablets or 
smartphones) or simply in our 
hearts.  

He always tried to bring out the 
best in us because he called us by 
name. He used that special gift 
that the Lord gave him to let us 
know that he really meant it 
when he said he would pray for 
us, both as parishioners and es-
pecially as individuals. When he 
called us by name, there was 
nothing that we would not do for 
him (if he let us!), because we 
could feel that he knew more 
about us than we knew about ourselves. He empowered us to be better persons 
and better Christians.  

Let us not let him down. Let the Lord be your strength.  

Father Michael would spend hours with the Lord, and the Lord was with him, 
giving him the strength to attend both the Danish and English Masses and be a 
living witness to the Gospel message: “Come! Take up your cross and follow 
me!” Father Michael had his cross to bear, but he was also humble enough to ask 
the Lord to help him carry it.  

We thank the Lord for letting Father Michael be a part of our lives, and we are 
now better people because of Father Michael’s love for the Lord and his love for 
us. 

Thank you, Father Michael! May he rest in Peace.  

—Father Allen Courteau, OMI 
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Reflections on 50 years in the priesthood 

A year ago, Father Michael Bradley reflected on the fifty years of his 
priesthood.  Perhaps, it is fitting that we give Father Mike the last 
word. 

Our parish communities are blessed with many talented voices singing joyful 
songs of praise during our Sunday liturgies in Vor Frue Kirke and 
Sakramentskirken. One of the hymns used by our congregation has special 
meaning for all of us who seriously dedicate our lives to the service of God. To 
an attractive melody we sing in unison, “Here I am Lord, I come to do your 
will.” Surely this gives special meaning to our individual and special vocations 
in the Church. I would like to ask the congregation to reflect with me on the 
meaning of the vocation in which we live out our faith in practice, and I would 
like to reflect on my own personal vocation.  

Fifty years ago on 17 December, 1966, I was ordained a priest in the Church of 
St. Henry in Belleville, Illinois, USA, after studies in theology at the Oblates of 
Mary Immaculate seminary in San Antonio, Texas. The ordination ceremony 
gives the person to be ordained the opportunity to say, “Here I Am Lord, I come 
to do your will.” Such is the response of my brothers and sisters in this parish to 
their own unique vocation in the Church. We sing its meaning together in our 
communities in Vor Frue Kirke and Sakramentskirken. The united voices of the 
congregation give expression to many kinds of engagements – many vocations 
in the Church. For me, this engagement consisted in priestly ministry. 

The years dedicated to this ministry are too numerous for me to recall all the 
many details of my service as priest. If I only think of offering daily Mass over 
so long a period, I would not be able to estimate the countless spiritual privileges 
derived in this way. Pastoral Ministry in two large parishes in the US gave me 
the opportunity to experience the friendship and active engagement of the laity 
in their faith and family life. A brief period with Bishop Garavito in Columbia, 
South America, gave me valuable insights into the life of the Church in other 
areas of the world. The ability to adapt to the various lives and circumstances of 
the people with whom I had the privilege to serve was always significant. Today 
in our parishes, we have the beautiful combination of peoples from many na-
tions, each proclaiming, “Here I am Lord, I come to do your will.” 

In 1958, our first members came to Denmark from the US. They established the 
parish of Our Lady in Herlev. Since then, we have been involved in pastoral 
ministry in Denmark, Sweden, Norway, Greenland, and the Faroe Islands. In 
1980, I was asked by the Oblate Congregation continued on page 10           
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Sakramentskirken 

Date Reader Offertory Collection Eucharistic Ministers 

3/12 Ruth, 
Clarice 

Cora, Fe, Perlie, Alden Juliet, Leony V., Manny 

10/12 Rosemarie, 
Yvonne 

Manny, Leony V., Greg, Niels Lydia P., Ben A., Joan 

17/12 Reshmi, 
Marian G.  

Lydia P., Alden, Niels, Cora Greg V., Manny, Ben 

24/12 Gizelle, 
Zezrell  

Leony V., Perlie, Ben, Niels Greg V., Manny, Joan 

30/12 Perlie, 
Clarice  

Fe, Greg, Cora, Reshmi Leony V., Ben A, Joan 

7/1 Chitachi, Alden, 
Niels 

Leony V, Reshmi, Lydia, Perlie Manny, Lydia P., Joan 

14/1 Reshmi, Narmita, 
Yvonne 

Cora, Niels, Fe, Manny Leony V., Greg, Ben 

21/1 Ruth, Belen, 
Marian D. 

Greg, Leony V., Cora, Lydia Manny, Ben, Joan 

28/1 Belen, Marian D., 
Perlie 

Alden, Lydia, Fe, Niels Leony V., Manny, Ben 

4/2 Josephine, Gizelle, 
Zezrell 

Cora, Perlie, Alden, Fe Manny, Juliet, Ben 

11/2 Belen, Clarice, 
Ruth 

Leony V., Alden, Niels, Reshmi Lydia P., Greg, Joan 

18/2 Chitachi, Varghe-
se P., Niels 

Perlie, Fe, Lydia, Cora Lydia P., Ben, Manny 

25/2 Reshmi, Narmita, 
Marian D. 

Greg, Cora, Alden, Leony V. Lydia, Ben, Manny 

continued from page 9 to join the Oblates in Norway. To this I agreed and 
came to Denmark in 1986, where I . still experience the friendship of devout 
members of our parish community. As a member of the Oblates of Mary Immac-
ulate, I have the support of other Brothers of our Congregation, who are engaged 
in a wide variety of ministries throughout the world. 

My vocation as priest calls me to extend God’s love and mercy among the peo-
ple of God, as Pope Francis encourages all of us to do. With Mary Immaculate – 
Mother of Jesus and patron of our Oblate Congregation – I have had the privi-
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lege of serving God and our Church for many years. In thanksgiving, I join the 
parish in their hymns of dedication to their various vocations in the service of 
God. Echoes from my ordination-day liturgy still sound from our music at Mass 
whenever we sing together in our parish on a Sunday morning “Here I am Lord. 
I come to do your will.”  —Fr. Michael Bradley OMI 

Vor Frue Kirke 

Date Reader Eucharistic Ministers 

3/12 Bill Gallahue 
N. Polycarp Ngansi  

Julie Nielsen 
N. Polycarp Ngansi 

10/12 Julie Nielsen 
Cornellius 

Jimmy Mackey 
Bill Anthony 

17/12 Renu Vijay 
Issacc Kewong 

N. Polycarp Ngansi  
Roshanie Andersen  

24/12 Jennifer Strøh 
Alice Christensen  

Julie Nielsen 
Bill Anthony 

25/12 Mary Fries 
Casmir Odinukaeze  

Jimmy Mackey 
Roshanie Andersen 

31/12 Julie Nielsen 
Sheraton 

N. Polycarp Ngansi 
Julie Nielsen 

1/1 Ngo Lydienne Fenlia 
Roshanie Andersen 

Roshanie Andersen 
Jimmy Mackey  

7/1 Cornellius 
Roshanie Andersen 

N. Polycarp Ngansi 
Bill Anthony 

14/1 Jennifer Strøh 
Alice Christensen 

Jimmy Mackey 
Julie Nielsen 

21/1 Bill Anthony 
N. Polycarp Ngansi 

N. Polycarp Ngansi 
Roshanie Andersen  

28/1 Renu Vijay 
Stephanie 

Bill Anthony 
Jimmy Mackey 

4/2 Bill Gallahue 
Issacc Kewong 

N. Polycarp Ngansi 
Julie Nielsen 

11/2 Phaedria St. Hilaire 
Mary Fries 

Bill Anthony 
Roshanie Andersen 

18/2 Casmir Odinukaeze  
Ngo Lydienne Fenlia  

N. Polycarp Ngansi 
Jimmy Mackey  

25/2 Bill Anthony 
Roshanie Andersen  

Bill Anthony 
Julie Nielsen  
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WELCOME! If you would like to become a member of our parish community at 
Vor Frue Kirke or Sakramentskirken, pick up a registration form from the bulle-
tin board, fill it out, and give it to your priest.  

 Sakramentskirken (SAK) Vor Frue Kirke (VFK) 
Nørrebrogade 27C, 2200 København N 
Pastor: Fr. Niels Engelbrecht  
Tel: 33133762; Mobil:41413789  
Email: dannorg@gmail.com  
www.sakramentskirken.dk 
English: Fr. Santhiyogu Christy Joy Fernando, omi 
Tel: 4494 7694 
Giro: 804-6638  

Herlevgårdsvej 14, 2730 Herlev 
English: Fr. Santhiyogu Christy Joy Fernando, OMI 
Tel: 4494 7694 
Email: sjoeomidk@gmail.com 
www.vorfrueogsktantoni.dk 
Danish: Fr. Allen Courteau, OMI  
Nordea Reg Nr. 2229-0716655849 
englishministryvfkandsakdk.com 

Reconciliation. VFK – One half hour before Mass or by appointment with the priest. 
SAK – Before Mass 5:00–5:20 PM every Sunday in the confessional or by appoint-
ment with the priest. 

Baptism. By appointment with the pr iest. Parents are required to meet with the 
priest to receive instructions with regard to this sacrament. No date or place for the 
baptism can be set before talking with your priest. 

Marriage. The Diocese requires that the couple meet with the pr iest to receive 
the necessary instructions and preparations for the forthcoming marriage. Please, do 
not set a date, time, and place for the marriage until after your meeting with the 
priest. The first meeting should be no later than six months before the date you de-
sire. 

Pastoral visit. By law, hospitals do not disclose patient information. Your  pr iest 
may not know that you or a member of your family has been admitted to the hospi-
tal. It is important that you or a member of your family notify your priest, if you 
would like him to visit and bring the Sacraments. 

Mass Times 

Sunday VFK – 11:00 AM – Recitation of the Holy Rosary 
  11:30 AM – Mass 
 SAK – 5:00–5:20 PM – Sacrament of Reconciliation 
  5:00–5:20 PM – Recitation of the Holy Rosary 
  5:30 PM – Mass 

Wednesday SAK – 5:00 PM – Mass followed by a Novena to Our Lady 

Thursday VFK – 9:30 AM – Mass 

Friday VFK – 6:30 PM – First Friday Mass and Adoration 


