
   

 

The Roman Catholic community of 

Vor Frue Kirke and Sakramentskirken 

June | July | August 2022 

English Ministry – Fr. Santhiyogu Christy Joy Fernando, OMI 

Herlevgårdsvej 14 | 2730 Herlev 

Tel: 4494 7694 or 5124 8422 | Email: sjoeomidk@gmail.com 

www.vorfrueogsktantoni.dk | http://englishministryvfkandsakdk.wordpress.com/  



2  

 

 

Rejoice, but in the Lord! 

My dear Sisters and Brothers in Je-
sus, 

Once again, I thank the Lord for giv-
ing me another chance to express my 
views, and I thank you for reading 
our little newsletter. After celebrat-
ing a blessed and meaningful Holy 
Week and Easter, we also thank God 
that we have been freed from all the 
restrictions of COVID 19, at least for 
the moment. 

When I open my windows—I don’t 
mean Windows 10 on my laptop but 
the windows in my room—I see peo-
ple moving, running, driving from one point to another in the noisy world. Peo-
ple and vehicles move fast and furiously with no time to pause and think, driven 
on by the busy world. The world of the no-time culture—the age of velocity … 
the age of anxiety.  

Where are we going? Why are we running? To whom and for what? 

Of course, we have our jobs and responsibilities, our programs and appoint-
ments. Buying and selling commodities and services, exchanging ideas and ad-
vice. But when is it too much? I mean, we do everything to be happy and suc-
cessful in life and to live peacefully. But we never connect with our inner being, 
and we never experience inner peace. We never learn the reality that “little” is 
actually “much,” and “much” is “little.” We overlook our final goal, which is to 
be fully human, always moving towards the divine. In other words, we have a 
war for peace. The pandemic tried to teach us that lesson, but we have complete-
ly forgotten the lesson but not the teacher (COVID 19).  

Our rejoicing in the world prevents us from realizing true and authentic love of 
God. St. Augustine of Hippo (�� 354–430) said this in a sermon. 

The Apostle commands us to rejoice, but in the Lord (Philippians 4:4), not 

in the world. For, you see, as Scripture says, whoever wishes to be a 

friend of this world will be counted as God’s enemy. Just as a man cannot 

serve two masters, so too no one can rejoice both in the world and in the 

Lord. 
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I hear you saying that you love HIM. If you love Jesus, then you must spend 
your time, energy, money, and property—your whole life—in loving Him. And 
time—a lifetime—is much more valuable than money and property. That is what 
He and His Father, our Heavenly Father, did.  

For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begotten Son, that 

whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasting life. 

For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that 

the world through him might be saved (John 3:16–17). 

Jesus demands from us quality time. Actually, all of our time, a lifetime commit-
ment. Come on! Time is running out! People say that time is money. I would say 
that time is grace. Thousands of saints and martyrs have given their time to God 
as a lifetime commitment. Remember what Jesus preached: 

Do not store up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moths and ver-

min destroy, and where thieves break in and steal. But store up for your-

selves treasures in heaven, where moths and vermin do not destroy, and 

where thieves do not break in and steal. For where your treasure is, there 

your heart will be also (Matthew 6:19–21).  

Finally, we thank God for His generosity in giving us ten new saints last 15 
May, when Pope Francis canonized Blessed Charles de Foucauld, Blessed Laza-
rus (Devasahayam Pillai), Blessed César de Bus, Blessed Luigi Maria Palazzolo, 
Blessed Giustino Maria Russolillo, Blessed Maria Francesca di Gesù, Blessed 
Titus Brandsma, Blessed Sister Maria Rivier, Blessed Sister Maria of Jesus, and 
Blessed Maria Domenica Mantovani. Their examples of love and labor, faith and 
action, are models for our Christian discipleship in this world.  

It’s good that you had enough time to read this far! 

Thanks and blessings.  —Father Joy, ��� 

On the cover. The Transfiguration of Jesus. The Feast of the Transfiguration 
will be celebrated on Saturday 6 August. 

Jesus took with him Peter and John and James, and went up on the 

mountain to pray. And while he was praying, the appearance of his face 

changed, and his clothes became dazzling white. Suddenly they saw two 

men, Moses and Elijah, talking to him. They appeared in glory and were 

speaking of his departure, which he was about to accomplish at Jerusa-

lem. Now Peter and his companions were weighed down with sleep; but 

since they had stayed awake, they saw his glory and the two men who 

stood with him (Luke 9:28-32). 
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Father Leo Kertz, OMI, Rest in Peace 

Father Leo Kertz, ���, a beloved priest and pastor in the Diocese of Denmark, 
went to his eternal reward on 9 April 2022. He was 86 years old and had cele-
brated 59 years as a priest. He died peacefully in his sleep. At the time of his 
passing, he was a resident of the Randers Kloster Assisted Living Center, where 
he had been living for about nine months. 

Father Leo was born 24 February 1936 and grew up on a farm in the US state of 
Missouri, near the banks of the Mississippi River. He was the fifth of eight chil-
dren (three boys and five girls). 

He attended St. Henry’s Mi-
nor Seminary in Belleville, 
Illinois, and the Novitiate in 
Godfrey, Illinois. He studied 
philosophy and theology at 
Pine Hills Major Seminary in 
Mississippi. He was ordained 
in March 1963 there. In Au-
gust 1963, Father Leo began 
the work in Denmark that 
would keep him busy for 
nearly 60 years. His first stop 
was Vor Frue Kirke in 
Herlev, where he served as 
pastor from 1976 to 1982 and 
from 1999 to 2013. 

In 1967, he moved to Rand-
ers, returning to Herlev in 1972. In 1982 and 1983, he served even farther north 
in Nuuk, Greenland. Upon his return to Denmark, he took up his duties in Vi-
borg, where he remained until 1986. Between 1986 and 1992, he worked in Ål-
borg, and between 1992 and 1999, he called Randers home. He returned in July 
1999, to Herlev.  

Father Leo described Our Lady’s Church as “a microcosm of the Missionary 
Oblate congregation, where people from many different backgrounds come to-
gether to be united in faith.” 

According to Father Leo’s wishes, contributions can be made to support the 
work of the Missionary Oblates of Mary Immaculate in Asia and South America, 
to Konto 1551 – 44205506147, mrk. LMK. 
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Change of provinces for the Danish Oblates 

On 17 February 2022, the Superior General of the Missionary Oblates of Mary 
Immaculate approved the moving of the Oblate community in Denmark from the 
Polish Province to the Anglo-Irish Province.  

When on 1 January 2007 the Oblates in Scandinavia ceased to be a General Del-
egation directly under the Superior General in Rome, they were joined to the 
Polish Province as two district communities, the Swedish–Norwegian District 
and the Danish District. Our relationship with the Polish Province during the 15 
years has been very good for us Oblates in Denmark.  

When the Oblate leadership in Europe began the process of restructuring, they 
suggested, because of language, that it would be more expedient for us in Den-
mark to join the Anglo-Irish Province. Having a common language has great 
value for us. We are only five Oblates, and none of us speaks Polish. The change 
of Provinces has no practical effect on our ministry in Denmark. 

—Father Allen Courteau, ���, Superior in Denmark 

A word from the parish council chair 

Dear all! 

We are now approaching summer. Almost everything in society is back to 
“normal” and, for most of us, COVID 19 is slowly becoming a thing of the past. 

As it is, a few restrictions remain in the way we celebrate Mass. For example, we 
still only receive the Eucharist under the single species of bread. We will start 
working towards lifting the last restrictions after summer. It is understandable 
that many might find drinking from the chalice a bit worrisome. This is some-
thing we have to support each other in. 

Since the last newsletter, we have had parish council elections. It was a no-
contest election. Please welcome Olav Csiky and Lemlem Kifle-Jensen, who are 
new to the parish council. I am also humbled to be reelected as parish council 
chairman. 

During the last few months, we have discussed different topics as part of the 
Synod. Chao Do and Helle Bjerre have overseen the planning and execution of 
the process. A resume of the feedback and our responses has been prepared in a 
three-page document, which can be read on our website. Beginning in autumn, 
the parish council will work with this document and implement some of the 
feedback that we have received. Some of the feedback is that we should have 
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more activities in the parish that bring us closer together. 

On 29 May, a pilgrimage was undertaken to Our Lady of Åsebakken.  

As a catholic, and especially a parent, I believe it is important that we show our 
children how our faith is expressed in other ways than “just” Sunday Mass. 

Finally, I wish all of you a good summer vacation. I am looking forward to au-
tumn, when we will be able to get even closer at Mass and our other church ac-
tivities. 

—Franz Igwebuike, Chairman, Parish Council 

First Holy Communion at Sakraments Church 

Confirmation was celebrated on 5 June at Sakraments Church.  

On 19 June, First Holy Communion will be celebrated. Our young parishioners 
will be welcomed into Communion with the Church. First Holy Communion, 
also known as First Eucharist, is one of the three Sacraments of Initiation, which 
also include Baptism and Confirmation. Originally tied very closely together, 
these three sacraments are now celebrated at different milestones. Let us pray for 
our young communicants! 

The Feast of St. Benedict 

On Monday, 11 July, we celebrate the feast of St. Benedict, who was the founder 
of western monasticism. Although his life was dedicated to leading the monks 
and nuns under his care, he has a great deal to teach the laity about how to pray 
and work (ora et labora).  

Benedict was born at Nursia, Italy, in about �� 480 and died at Monte Cassino 
�� 21 March 543. He was born into a distinguished family in central Italy, stud-
ied at Rome and, early in life, was drawn to the monastic life.  

At first, he became a hermit. He soon realized that he could not live a hidden life 
in a small town any better than in a large city, so he withdrew to a cave high in 
the mountains for three years. Some monks chose him as their leader for a while, 
but found his strictness not to their taste. Still, the shift from hermit to communi-
ty life had begun for him. He had an idea of gathering various families of monks 
into one “Grand Monastery” to give them the benefit of unity, fraternity, and per-
manent worship in one house. Finally, he began to build what was to become one 
of the most famous monasteries in the world—Monte Cassino—north of Naples. 

The Rule that gradually developed prescribed a life of liturgical prayer, study, 
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manual labor, and living together in community 
under a common father (abbot). Benedictine as-
ceticism is known for its moderation, and Bene-
dictine charity has always shown concern for the 
people in the surrounding countryside. In the 
course of the Middle Ages, all monasticism in the 
West was gradually brought under the Rule of St. 
Benedict. 

Benedict’s Rule is a treasure of wisdom. It urges 
us to convert our lives and moral conduct through 
self-discipline. The Rule of St. Benedict shows us 
the way clearly and with great compassion. There 
are many online resources devoted to the Rule of St. Benedict, including this 
one: https://christdesert.org/prayer/rule-of-st-benedict/  

The prayers for a full, nine-day novena can be found online here: https://
catholicnovenaapp.com/novenas/st-benedict-novena/ 

FAITH AND TRUTH—A YouTube channel 

There are numerous YouTube channels on faith, reli-
gion, and spiritual reflections. Despite their religious 
orientation, few speak the faith and the truth—the 
authentic truth of Jesus Christ. It’s challenging and 
difficult to speak the authentic truth about God, Jesus, 
the Church, morals, and ethics. So, I have organized a 
YouTube channel—FAITH AND TRUTH—to speak 
the truth. By that I mean the Authentic Truth about 
Jesus, the Church, and Christ’s reality in the world. 
You can access the channel by following this link: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo8cF_Da_vQ-BgEMC0_D8pA. 

Here is an explanation of the logo. The round blue areas in and out represent the 
world and universe. The circle of tongues of fire represents the gathering of the 
Holy Spirit and people. In the center is the Eucharist: the Body and Blood of 
Christ. Red and white signify Divine Love and God’s Mercy in the world. The 
upturned hands embody the people and their worship. The scales symbolize hu-
man reason, intelligence, and knowledge. F and T (Faith and Truth) are the two 
wings of our Catholic faith. The words Faith and Truth, the channel’s name, hov-
er above the open book of the scriptures. The endless circle represents God’s 

infinite Truth.  —Father Joy, ��� 
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The Transfiguration of the Lord 

On Saturday 6 August, we celebrate the Feast of the Transfiguration of the 
Lord. 

After six days Jesus took Peter, James, and John with him and led them 

up a high mountain, where they were all alone. There he was transfigured 

before them. His clothes became dazzling white, whiter than anyone in 

the world could bleach them. And there appeared before them Elijah and 

Moses, who were talking with Jesus (Mark 9:2–4). 

The presence of Moses and Elijah shows 
how Jesus fulfills the Law and the Proph-
ets. In the Old Testament, the Levitical 
law was given to God’s people as a tem-
porary administration, demonstrating 
their need for a Savior. Later, the proph-
ets told of a coming Messiah, who would 
mend the rift between God and man that 
had been caused by sin. Jesus was the 
only man able to satisfy the Law, the per-
fect, sinless sacrifice. 

In this passage God affirms Jesus as his 
Son, confirming his deity, and telling the 
disciples to listen to him. Peter, James, 
and John now see a glimpse of Jesus’ true 
glory: God the Son, who reigns eternal, 
and against whom the gates of hell shall 
not prevail. God the Father shows himself 
as he appeared to the Israelites of the Old 
Testament: in a cloud, because his glory 
is too great to be witnessed. That same glory is reflected on Jesus, whose clothes 
become dazzling white. This event emphasizes both the mystery and necessity of 
the Incarnation—in order for man to be made right with God, God had to be-
come a man, because we in our finite and sinful state are unable to behold his 
full glory. 

Although the disciples do not understand what they have just witnessed, the 
Transfiguration presents a promise of what is to come. There is hope, because he 
will soon triumph over sin and death, and be raised in the fullness of glory—the 
glory of which they have just been given a glimpse. 
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Assumption of the Blessed Virgin—15 August 

The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin means that, after Her life on earth, Mary 
was taken body and soul into Heaven. Unlike other saints, therefore, Our Lady is 
in Heaven not only with Her soul but also with Her glorified body. Pope Pius XII 
defined this doctrine as a “divinely revealed dogma” on 1 November 1950. 

The Mother of God was conceived without original sin. Consequently She did 
not have to wait, like the rest of us, for the resurrection on the last day. She is 
with Her Divine Son in the same body—although now resplendent in glory—that 
She gave Him at Nazareth. He ascended bodily into Heaven forty days after His 
Resurrection. She was assumed bodily into Heaven after She completed Her stay 
on earth, some fifteen years later. 

For about fourteen hundred years, the Feast of the Assumption has been celebrat-
ed on 15 August. It is now one of the holy days of obligation for the universal 
Church (Canon 1246), when “the faithful are bound to participate in the Mass; 
they are also to abstain from those labors and business concerns that impede the 
worship to be rendered to God” (Canon 1247). 

What are some of the lessons for us to learn from this mystery of our faith? They 
are the same lessons that Our Lady gave us when She appeared at Fatima. We 
are to pray, make sacrifices, and do penance for sinners who are offending God. 

Mary’s bodily Assumption is the promise of our own glorious resurrection from 
the grave—provided we pray. Without prayer we cannot remain faithful in our 
service of God. 

Mary’s assumption is the proof of how profitable it is to make sacrifices. Not the 
least of these sacrifices is the surrender of our bodily pleasures that are contrary 
to the will of God. The eternal reward is worth the temporal price we have to pay 
in self-control. By now giving up what we like but what is sinful, and enduring 
what is painful to us but pleasing to God, we shall enjoy Heaven with Jesus and 
Mary—in body and soul—in the world to come. 

Mary’s Assumption is a call to penance. Pope Pius XII expressed the hope that 
this new honor to Mary would introduce “a spirit of penance to replace the prev-
alent love of pleasure, and a renewal of family life stabilized where divorce was 
common and made fruitful where birth control was practiced.” 

If we hope to be eternally with Jesus, we must now imitate the virtues of Mary. 
She is the perfect model of how we should live; in simple faith, trustful hope, 
and selfless love of God and others. 

—Father John A. Hardon, �� 
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Date Readers 

19.06 Adwoba Ewuraba Botsio 
Julietta Nielsen 

26.06 Phaedria St. Hilaire 
Ngo Lydienne Fenlia 

03.07 Christopher Ndi 
Jennifer Strøh 

10.07 Sixtus Alondi 
Isaac Kewong 

17.07 Roshanie Andersen 
Alice Christensen 

24.07 Julietta Nielsen 
Cornellius Funge Male 

31.07 Debbie Ostani 
Sixtus Alondi 

07.08 N. Polycarp Ngansi 
Phaedria St. Hilaire 

14.08 Ngo Lydienne Fenlia 
Adwoba Ewuraba Botsio 

21.08 Alice Christensen 
Damian Zigo 

28.08 Roshanie Andersen 
Christopher Ndi 

Vor Frue Kirke St. Maximilian Maria Kolbe 

On Sunday 14 August, we celebrate the Me-
morial of St. Maximilian Maria Kolbe, ��� 
����., (8 January 1894–14 August 1941). He 
was a Polish Conventual Franciscan friar, who 
volunteered to die in place of a stranger in the 
German death camp of Auschwitz, located in 
German-occupied Poland during World War 
II. 

Kolbe was canonized on 10 October 1982 by 
Pope John Paul II, and declared a Martyr of 
charity. He is the patron saint of drug addicts, 
political prisoners, families, journalists, pris-
oners, and the pro-life movement. John Paul II 
declared him “The Patron Saint of Our Diffi-
cult Century.” 

Father Kolbe died as Prisoner Number 16770 
in Auschwitz, on 14 August 1941. When a 
prisoner escaped from the camp, the Nazis 
selected ten others to be killed by starvation in 
reprisal for the escape. One of the ten selected 

to die, Franciszek Gajowniczek, began to cry: “My wife! My children! I will 
never see them again!” At this Kolbe stepped forward and asked to die in his 
place. His request was granted. 

In the harshness of the slaughterhouse Father Kolbe maintained the gentleness 
of Christ. At night he seldom would lie down to rest. He moved from bunk to 
bunk, saying: “I am a Catholic priest. Can I do anything for you?” 

A prisoner later recalled how he and several others often crawled across the 
floor at night to be near the bed of Father Kolbe, to make their confessions and 
ask for consolation. Father Kolbe pleaded with his fellow prisoners to forgive 
their persecutors and to overcome evil with good. When he was beaten by the 
guards, he never cried out. Instead, he prayed for his tormentors. 

The heroism of Father Kolbe went echoing through Auschwitz. In that desert of 
hatred, he had sown love. A survivor Jozef Stemler later recalled: “In the midst 
of a brutalization of thought, feeling, and words such as had never before been 
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known, man indeed became a ravening wolf in his relations with other men. And 
into this state of affairs came the heroic self-sacrifice of Father Kolbe.” Another 
survivor Jerzy Bielecki declared that Father Kolbe’s death was “a shock filled 
with hope, bringing new life and strength […] . It was like a powerful shaft of 
light in the darkness of the camp.” The cell where Father Kolbe died is now a 
shrine. 

St. Maximilian Maria Kolbe, pray for us that we be granted courage in our 

Date Readers Offertory Collection Eucharistic minister 

19/06 

 FR:  Clarice S. 
 SR:  Ruth E. 
 PF:  Josephine B. 

  Pinto C. 
  Perlie V. 
  Juanita W. 

 Manny Q. 

26/06 

Au-pair 

 FR: Sheila   /  Psalm: Hannah A. 
 SR:  Merin Joji 
 PF:  Pearl Leen 

  Lynmae,   Aileen., 
  Chloe 
  Flower: Gonalyn 

 Joan C. 

03/07 

 FR:  Joseph D. 
 SR:  Francis Z. 
 PF:  Daison S. 

  Leony V., 
  Rodaline T. 
  Cora A. 

 Manny Q. 

10/07 

 FR:  Teresa O. 
 SR:  Lydia P. 
 PF:  Juanita W. 

  Pinto C., 
  Fe C. 
  Lydia P. 

 Joan C. 

17/07 

 FR:  Pinto C.  
SR:  Perlie V. 
 PF:  Meriam D. 

  Juanita W.,    
  Perlie V. 
  Francis  Z. 

 Manny Q. 

24/07 

Au-pair 

 FR:  Ivymae  / Psalm:  Mary Rose 
 SR:  Caryll Jane 
 PF:  Chen 

  Carla,  Chloe, 
  Gonalyn 
  Flower:  Jellie Ann 

 Joan C. 

31/07 

 FR:  Bellen Q.   
SR: Julie K. 
 PF:  Corazon F. 

  Cora A.,   
  Perlie V. 
  Juanita W. 

 Manny Q. 

07/08 

 FR:  Rodrigo L. 
 SR:  Clarice S. 
 PF:  Daison S. 

  Lydia P.    
  Leony V. 
  Rodaline T. 

 Manny Q. 

14/08 

 FR:  Teresa O.  
 SR:  Joseph D. 
 PF:  Lydia P. 

  Pinto C., 
  Fe  C. 

 Joan C. 

21/08 

 FR:  Giselle L.  
 SR:  Ruth E. 
 PF:  Josephine  B. 

  Leony V., 
  Cora 
  Perlie V. 

 Manny Q. 

28/08 

Au-pair 

 FR:  Merin Joji  
 SR:  Caryll Jane 
 PF:  Novie O. 

  Mirasol,  Carla 
  Ivy Mae,   
  Gonalyn 

 Joan  C. 

Sakramentskirke 
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W������! If you would like to become a member of our parish community at 
Vor Frue Kirke or Sakramentskirken, pick up a registration form from the bulle-
tin board, fill it out, and give it to your priest.  

 Sakramentskirken (SAK) Vor Frue Kirke (VFK) 

Nørrebrogade 27C, 2200 København N 
Pastor: Fr. Tomaz Majcen, ���  
Tel: 33133762; Mobil:41413789  
Email: dannorg@gmail.com  
www.sakramentskirken.dk 
English: Fr. Santhiyogu Christy Joy Fernando, omi 
Tel: 4494 7694 
Giro: 804-6638  

Herlevgårdsvej 14, 2730 Herlev 
English: Fr. Santhiyogu Christy Joy Fernando, ��� 
Tel: 4494 7694 
Email: sjoeomidk@gmail.com 
www.vorfrueogsktantoni.dk 
Danish: Fr. Allen Courteau, ���  
Nordea Reg Nr. 2229-0716655849 
englishministryvfkandsakdk.com 

 

Reconciliation. ��� – One half hour before Mass or by appointment with the priest. 
��� – Before Mass 5:00–5:20 �� every Sunday in the confessional or by appoint-
ment with the priest. 

Baptism. By appointment with the priest. Parents are required to meet with the 
priest to receive instructions with regard to this sacrament. No date or place for the 
baptism can be set before talking with your priest. 

Marriage. The Diocese requires that the couple meet with the priest to receive the 
necessary instructions and preparations for the forthcoming marriage. Please, do not 
set a date, time, and place for the marriage until after your meeting with the priest. 
The first meeting should be no later than six months before the date you desire. 

Pastoral visit. By law, hospitals do not disclose patient information. Your priest 
may not know that you or a member of your family has been admitted to the hospi-
tal. It is important that you or a member of your family notify your priest, if you 
would like him to visit and bring the Sacraments. 

Mass Times 

Sunday ��� – 11:00 �� Recitation of the Holy Rosary 
11:30 �� – Mass 

 ��� – 5:00–5:20 �� – Sacrament of Reconciliation 
  5:00–5:20 �� – Recitation of the Holy Rosary 
  5:30 �� – Mass 

Wednesday ��� – 5:00 �� – Mass followed by a Novena to Our Lady 

Thursday ��� – 9:30 �� – Mass 


